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August 17, 2017 
 

To:  Village of Tinley Park Elected Officials 

From:  Chief Forest F. Reeder  

Re:  Fire Apparatus Purchase Approval 

Good morning; 

On behalf of the membership of the Tinley Park Fire Department, we wish to thank you for your support of the 
purchase of our two new apparatus that will serve our community.  With the support of the Tinley Park 
Firefighters Association and through the sale of reserve apparatus, we are able to meet the challenge of 
providing fire and rescue operations better and safer than we ever have before. 

In regards to the questions or comments raised during last nights meeting, I would like to offer some back-up 
information in case you continue to receive questions on the amount or need for these expenditures. 

• In regards to the number of times our aerial device has been used, my position is that I never hope it is 
used because when it is, the safety of our firefighters is on the line and that someone’s life and 
property is in jeopardy.  The aerial platform is an expensive insurance policy of sorts and the cost of 
not being able to provide life and property saving operations to an emergency is not measurable. 

o The current unit that this will replace responded to over 800 emergencies last year and 
including all of our aerial apparatus responded to over 2000 emergencies.   

• The aerial tower does have a 100’ ladder for use in rescue, ventilation and fire stream application but 
also serves as a very specialized piece of response equipment.  Since this is the largest apparatus we 
have, equipment kept on it is used at every fire response we have. 

o Heavy rescue responses including vehicle extrication (jaws of life, air bags, stabilization 
equipment) 

o Extensive inventory of ground ladders not available on pumper apparatus 

o Technical rescue equipment for vertical, collapse and water rescue 

o Lighting, firefighter air supply, forcible entry, and ventilation equipment 
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• The National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) provides standards and recommendations to the fire 
service on best practices.  Several references to first-line and reserve apparatus state that there are 
several factors that determine serviceability of apparatus which include use, maintenance, availability 
of parts and the quality of workmanship and materials used in construction. 

o Additionally and most important to me is the fact that both of these new vehicles will be 
equipped with air bags, roll-over protection systems, air conditioning, and advanced safety and 
operational features that were not available 18 years ago.  The protection of my personnel is 
my highest priority and these new apparatus provide that. 

o Service down-time of older apparatus is typically longer due to parts and diagnostic 
capabilities of service centers.  We have a reserve fleet however those units are older than 
front-line and often lack operational capacity of front line units. 

• Our maintenance division keeps detailed cost records on all service and maintenance from purchase to 
end of service life which is available for inspection.  Daily, weekly, monthly and annual inspections 
keep our fleet in-service.  With the preventive maint. program and expert help of our Public Works 
Department, the Mokena FPD Maintenance Division and approved vendors, we have certainly 
extended the service life and kept the fleet ready. 

o The reserve tower ladder has had over $100,000 in repairs in maintenance during its service 
life. 

o The reserve engine has had over $85,000 in repairs and maintenance during its service life. 
The budget line for this purchase was originally approved for $1,500,000 and was for just the aerial tower unit.  
Through the contributions of the Association, resale of reserve units and a refinement of the specifications of 
our engine company, we were able to deliver both apparatus for a total expenditure of $1,341,192.  The short 
range plan over the next 2-3 years will be to replace 2 other engines using the smaller engine specification 
which will yield yet another savings immediately and over the life of the apparatus to the Village. 

 I hope you find this information useful in any further conversations and offer any assistance into this or other 
fire department operations.  Again, thank you for your support. 

 

 

 
 

 


